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Growing food requires what is increasingly scarce - large 
amounts of fresh water. However, even though there are 
large underground reserves of brackish groundwater 
across the U.S., there are almost no inland desalination 
projects being used anywhere in the U.S. today to create 
new water supplies for Agriculture. Why is that? 
Clark Easter is the co-founder of a startup – Global Water 
Innovations, Inc. – which is focused on opening up the 
vast national reserves of brackish groundwater and other 
impaired water sources that are today unusable for 
farming.  

Water and Agriculture Solutions with Clark Easter 
CEO – Global Water Innovations, Inc. 
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Background In his thirties, Clark was a cofounder and VP of a company that developed waste-to-
energy projects. Their clients were small to midsize cities with garbage disposal 
problems. The company brought into the U.S. a disruptive Swedish fluidized bed 
technology capable of more cleanly making energy from trash and put together about 
$200 million of projects before they were bought out. After that, for the next 25 years, 
Clark was mainly a software entrepreneur – founding or co-founding multiple 
companies in the online data, health, and educational areas. One was a disease 
management platform for optimizing care to diabetic and congestive heart failure 
patients. United Healthcare bought out this company in 2011. In 2009 Clark was a co-
founder for a software company which developed one of the first geospatial software 
platforms to support real time sensor integration. That platform was used to gain EPA 
approval for the first real time Nitrate sensors, as well as to monitor and model - in real 
time - Strontium 90 migration in the groundwater at a former nuclear site. The platform 
is used today by multiple cities to direct and optimize their sewer repair and cleaning 
activities by geospatially embedding multiple time slices of robot and drone collected 
videos of underground sewer pipe conditions into city sewer infrastructure maps. 
 

 
The company intends to do that by bringing to market a toolbox of disruptive new technologies from around the world to 
remediate impaired water sources at price points that the company believes will make sense for permanent crops, berries, 
and other higher values crops. The company projects that it can add at least 2.5 MAF of new supply from existing brackish 
groundwater and produced water supplies in California alone over the coming decade. In this presentation, Clark will talk 
about the needs of the agricultural water market, and why he believes this market will go from virtually nonexistent today 
to bigger than the municipal or the industrial water markets over the next 10 years. He will also talk about going from vision 
to reality in the water remediation market – what to do when what you want hasn’t been invented yet. And why for the first 

3 and ½ years he didn’t think he had a business. And how to intelligently set the direction of your activities when there is 
no map. 
 


