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Austin has developed a rich and robust technology 
entrepreneurial ecosystem over the years, rivaling those of the 
east (Boston) and west (Silicon Valley) coasts. The IC2 Institute 
and the Austin Technology Incubator (ATI) have been a key part 
of that development as true leaders helping drive the evolution 
of Central Texas. ATI is the longest continuous running business 
incubator in the U.S., having been launched in 1989 as a part of 
Austin’s transformation. Further, the Clean Energy Incubator 
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Introduction to Austin Technology Incubator at UT! 
Richard Amato 

Director of Strategic & Global Initiatives, Austin Technology Incubator 
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Speaker Background 
Richard Amato is the Director of Strategic & Global Initiatives at the Austin Technology 
Incubator (ATI), the premier business incubator of the University of Texas at Austin. In 
addition to his work at ATI, Richard serves as faculty for the McCombs School of Business 
at UT Austin, leading Global Connection classes involving entrepreneurship and 
sustainability. Leveraging off his prior efforts with the Global Innovation Lab and the 
World Bank, the class supports entrepreneurs at Climate Innovation Centers (CICs) in 
Africa and around the world in real time as they work to drive their venture forward. 
 
Richard also serves as the Managing Director of Carpe Aestus, a consultancy building off 
his extensive experience supporting hundreds of companies and organizations around 
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(CEI) at ATI is one of the first sustainability focused technology incubators, celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. 
While ATI has always been about technology, we now focus on Deep Tech – technologies heavily rooted in research 
and development (R&D) and science – challenging technologies that are usually hardware based, capital intensive and 
longer time-to-market. Richard Amato will provide a history of ATI and an introduction and overview to the Austin 
technology entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

the world with a focus on sustainability and developing markets as they look to commercialize their technologies. Holding 
worldwide acclaim for his groundbreaking involvement in clean energy business development, Amato has been featured 
as a keynote and panelist in various conferences throughout the world: Austria, Denmark, Ghana, India, Italy, Japan, 
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Malaysia, Norway, South Africa and Vietnam. 
 
Prior to rejoining the University, Richard founded and served as President and CEO of Venti Energy, a renewable 
development company dedicated to increasing the supply of clean, reliable and affordable energy. Previously he founded 
the Clean Energy Incubator (CEI) at UT Austin, the first incubator of its kind dedicated to supporting sustainable ventures. 


